Relations with JBacon.                      19

Again : * " The Lord Chancellor Bacon loved to converse
with him. He assisted his lordship in translating
several of his essays into Latin; one I well remember is
that of the * Greatness of Cities' [C0f the True Great-
ness of Kingdoms and Estates?] ; the rest I have forgot.
His lordship was a very contemplative person, and was
wont to contemplate in his delicious walks at Goram-
bery [Gorhambury, in Herts], and dictate to Mr Bu shell
or some other of his gentlemen that attended him with
ink and paper presently to set down his thoughts. His
lordship would often say that he better liked Mr
Hobbes taking his thoughts," &c., as before. So much
may be taken as unquestionable. Next, it is very prob-
able that the introduction took place through HoVbes's
young master, who can be proved to have been a friend
of Bacon's.2 And finally, from the tenor of the testi-
mony regarding all concerned, it may be presumed that
the intimacy coincided in time with the closing years of
Bacon's life, especially from 1621 to 1626, when, shorn
of his official dignities, he gave himself up to writing
and scientific pursuits at his (Country-scat. '*

It is clear, then, that HoLbcs was in the habit of con-
sorting with Bacon, and was known to him as a man of
scholarly attainments and notoriously quick apprehen-
sion. But is there any ground for supposing that he
showed a special enthusiasm for Bacon's aims, or stood

i'Life,'p. 602.

2 A sermon, entitled 'The Holie Citie/ preached in 1619 at York
House before the Chancellor, was dedicated to Lord Cavendish as
being in league with "that noble Advancement of Learning [Bacon],
for whose service it was first moulded; " and there is further evidence
in Kawley's ' Life of Bacon.'

3  Tt was from Hobbes that Aubrey had the well-known story of
Bacon's death (' Lives/ ii. 227).